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What is apprenticeship? 

It is an agreement between a person like 
you, who wants to learn a skill and an 
employer who needs a skilled worker. Both 
you as the learner, and the employer as the 
trainer, benefit from an apprenticeship. You 
become a fully-qualified journeyperson, with 
skills that can provide you with a rewarding 
career. The employer gains a skilled worker 
who can help the company succeed. 


How long does an 
apprenticeship last? 

As an apprentice you learn a skilled 
occupation on the job. This takes two to five 
years depending on the occupation and your 
related experience. About 90 per cent of the 
training is in the workplace: the rest is 
usually at a college of applied arts and 
technology or other approved training 

- delivery agency. You earn while you learn. 


Why should you choose a skilled 
occupation? 

Apprenticeship doesn’t just prepare you for a 
job; it prepares you for a career as a skilled 
worker. It offers satisfying work at a good 
salary, and the security of having skills that 
are more in demand every year. 


How can you tell if you would 
make a good apprentice? 
Successful apprentices enjoy “learning by 
doing.” They build on their skills over the 
length of the apprenticeship program to 
obtain a certificate which recognizes 
their skills. 
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What are the entrance 
requirements? : 

In most skilled occupations, the minimum 
or equivalent educational requirement is 
Grade 10. However, employers and unions 
may require a higher educational level and a 
solid foundation in math, communications, 
and science. You must be at least 16 years 
old to be an apprentice. (Check the trade- 
specific regulations for trades with different 
entrance requirements.) 


How is an apprenticeship 
registered? 

Once you have found an employer willing to 
train you, you and the employer sign a 
contract prepared by an Ontario Training 
and Adjustment Board Training Consultant. 
You will also receive a Training Standard in 
which all learned skills are recorded and 
signed off by the trainer or employer. 


How can you finish high school 
while learning a skilled 
occupation? 

The Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program 
offers students, who are at least 16 years of 
age and have completed Grade 10, a chance 
to complete high school while working part- 
time as registered apprentices. If you are 
eligible contact your guidance counsellor or 
technical director for more information. 
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There are many training programs for 
skilled occupations in Ontario. Some of the 
more common ones are listed below. Those 
marked with a ® are compulsory. You must 
be a registered apprentice or hold a 
Certificate of Qualification to work in a 
compulsory trade in Ontario. 


Construction 
Brick and stone mason 
Cement mason 
Construction boilermaker 
Construction millwright 
e Electrician 
Fitter (structural steel/platework) 
General carpenter 
Glazier and metal mechanic 
e Hoisting engineer 
Ironworker 
Lather 
Lineworker 
Painter and decorator 
Plasterer 
e Plumber 
° Refrigeration and air-conditioning 
mechanic 
e Sheet metal worker 
e Sprinkler and fire protection installer 
e Steamfitter 


Industrial 
Automatic machinist 
General machinist 
Industrial electrician 
Industrial mechanic (millwright) 
Industrial wood worker 
Mould maker 
Pattern maker 
Printer 
Tool and die maker 





Service 
Arborist 
Baker 
Cook 
e Hairstylist 
Horticulturist 
Radio and television service technician 


Motive Power | 
-. Air-cooled and marine mechanic 
e Alignment and brakes mechanic 
e Auto body repairer 
Automotive machinist 
Automotive painter 
Farm equipment mechanic , | 
e Fuel and electrical systems mechanic 
Heavy duty equipment mechanic 
e Motorcycle mechanic 
e Motor vehicle mechanic 
e Transmission mechanic 
e Truck trailer repairer 
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For more information, please contact a. 
Training Consultant at an Apprenticeship 
and Client Services office. Call the toll-free 
OTAB Hotline at 1-800-387-5656 for the 
office nearest you. 
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